the USA, Continental Europe and Nigeria have successfully overcome the difficulties of editing a multi-authored book.
The topics discussed cover the problems involved in providing basic cancer care in developing countries, psychosocial implications of the diagnosis and living with cancer, clinical problems associated with neuropathic pain, hyperalgesia and opioid rotation. The researcher will understand the challenges described in clinical trial designs while the importance of education of medical students about cancer pain is stressed -but this should be a continuum through house officer years when medical officers develop the attitudes and skills that they take into general practice or specialty training.
From a practising clinician's perspective, the chapters outlining the mechanisms of chemotherapy induced neuropathic pain, radiotherapy induced pain relief and the mechanisms of malignant bone pain bridge the gap between the basic sciences and the care of the individual patient. This is a very useful addition to the list of International Association for the Study of Pain publications. The editors have achieved their goal of providing a text that will be an excellent resource for researchers and clinicians.
When the second edition is published, consideration could be given to inclusion of Australian and New Zealand contributors. Fewer references per chapter would make interpretation of the data less burdensome to the reader.
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